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it- 

ings of mankind sold by Epsilon 
Sigma Alpha is significant in relation to 
the adult education movement and the 


UR review in this issue of 


work of Readers’ Advisers. The Uni- 
versity Guild, the Delphian Society and 
Epsilon Sigma Alpha all sell sets of 
books to be used as basic texts for courses 
outlined for study clubs and combined 
with certain attractive social features. 
Of these the Delphian Society is the 
best known. It has functioned success- 
fully for many years and the women 


who have belonged seem satisfied with 
what they have gotten out of it. Groups 
of Delphians have been meeting and 
studying for years and some of them 
are following very good programs. 
Their text covers a wider field than 
that of Epsilon Sigma Alpha, it is 
sounder and less elementary, more on 
the order of the old Chautauqua 
courses. It has undoubtedly filled a real 
need and has sent many women to libra- 
ries for help with their papers. 

Epsilon Sigma Alpha appeals to a 
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younger group of women. The chap- 
ters are composed mostly of young busi- 
ness women, who are invited to belong 
to this sorority. Girls who have never 
had the chance to go to college and to 
belong to a sorority—their ideal of 
social success—are attracted to the idea. 
They are organized into groups of 
twenty-five with a leader, chosen by the 
organizers, who is given a free set of 
books in return for her promise to lead 
the meetings for one year. Certain social 
features are included, banquets and out- 
ings are suggested, and should a group 
find itself congenial it might continue 
a satisfactory club life indefinitely. 
Certainly the social feature influences 
girls to study who otherwise might never 
undertake a systematic course. They go 
to the public library for their assign- 
ments and some of them do extensive 
reading while preparing their reports. 
One Readers’ Adviser attended a ban- 
quet of one hundred and twenty-five of 
these girls and found the group ambi- 
tious and earnest. She was favorably 
impressed with their program, offered 
the services of the library and was grati- 
fied to see that many of these young 
women came to the library after- 
ward, evidently greatly interested in 
their study. 

For the first months certainly, the 
very effective organizing ability of the 
sales force contributes to the success of 
the club meetings. The danger fore- 
seen is that these directors, after win- 
ning as many members as possible in a 
city, will leave to develop new fields 
and that the groups without professional 
leadership will lose interest and dwindle 
away. This of course, will depend on 


2. 


the leadership in the small groups of 
twenty-five. Of the meetings attended, 
one group offered a program that was 
very superficial and dull, while another 
was lively and interesting. 

The accounts of these various chapter 
meetings are cleverly printed on the 
society page of the local newspaper and 
young women hungry for social life 
find in these club meetings some of the 
companionship they need. The programs 
doubtless are comparable with many 
women’s club programs. They present 
an opportunity to librarians to offer 
reading lists and other aid, and give to 
the Readers’ Adviser an organized 
group of serious and ambitious young 
women who have signified, by the pay- 
ment of a very high price, their desire 
for further education. 





Like country cousins, arguments 
clung to us always. They started inno- 
cently, gathered increasing strength and 
became so fraught with passion as to 
threaten to bring down the roof. They 
seemed to have no end. Pertinacious 
minds, reluctant to concede defeat, 
would trot them forth, like horses under 
raps, and start them off again. Then 
the air would clear, the issue be decently 
interred; but before its bones had ceased 
to rattle, a new one was in the travail 
of birth. Probably the wisest thing we 
did, when we went South, was to bring 
a set of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
the World’s Almanac and Who’s Who. 
These repositories of essential informa- 
tion were a godsend. That these esti- 
mable works happen to have lacked some 
of the facts that were, for a time, like 
life and death in Little America is due 
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less to neglect on the part of the editors, 
I imagine, than to discrimination and 
perhaps a sense of propriety.—Little 
America, by Richard E. Byrd. 





E HAVE SEEN THE SLIP, repro- 

duced below, which is being dis- 
tributed by the Public Library of Gary, 
Indiana. We heartily commend this 
idea to others. 








The Gary Public Library Suggests 
‘*CONSULT YOUR LIBRARIANS 


before purchasing sets from book agents. You 
pay taxes to have expert advice available — 
make use of this service.” 








Reviews 


American history and encyclopedia 
of music; William Lines Hubbard, 


editor-in-chief; Emil Liebling, Ar- 
thur Foote, George W. Andrews, 
and Edward Dickinson, associate edi- 
tors. 12v. 125 N. Erie St., Toledo, 
Ohio, Squire Cooley co. c1908- 
c1910. colored front. illus., plates, 
ports. 2414 cm. Buckram, $60; % 
fabrikoid, $72; full fabrikoid, $84. 
This was reviewed in the January 
1931, issue of the Subscription Books 
Bulletin. We enter it again to indicate 
a correction in the previous quotation 
of price. 
Careers. 
We have tried the experiment of of- 


fering substitute buying lists when we 
do not recommend expensive sets and 
know of other useful books that can be 
purchased for less money. Whenever we 
have done this we have received ap- 
preciative comment, and we hope to be 
able to print other such lists in the 
future. 

Our review of Careers in the Janu- 
ary, 1931, issue of the Subscription 
Books Bulletin has brought us further 
suggestions of books on vocational gui- 
dance that can be bought more reason- 
ably than the set Careers. We regret 
that we have not room to print an ex- 
cellent bibliography on the subject pre- 
pared by John M. Brewer, director of 
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the Bureau of vocational guidance of 

the Graduate school of Harvard uni- 

versity. Many of the books he lists are 
included in Vocational guidance through 

the library, published for the J. C. 

Penney Foundation by the American 

Library Association, and in Parker and 

Moyer’s Vocational inf ormation—a bib- 

liography, referred to in our last issue. 

Many libraries have the pamphlets 
published by the Bureau of vocational 
guidance of New York and the Voca- 
tions Bureau of Boston, that were also 
mentioned in the previous review. These 
are no longer available but are still use- 
ful to the libraries owning them. The 
Bureau of vocational guidance of New 
York is no longer in existence and the 
Vocations bureau of Boston has been 
absorbed into the Bureau of vocational 
guidance of Harvard university. 

Bulletins similar to those are now 
being published by various city school 
departments. We call attention to those 
published by the Orleans Parish School 
Board, New Orleans. 

Chandler encyclopedia for the scien- 
tific selection, purchase and use of 
commodities. V. 1, Wood, lumber 
and timbers, by Phillips A. Hayward. 
(Other vols. in preparation.) 55 
West 42nd St., New York, Chandler 
cyclopedia, 1930. illus., diagr., maps. 
$10 for v. 1. 

This is the first volume of an exten- 
sive series intended to cover the field of 
commodity buying. Other volumes, the 
publisher announces, will include com- 
modity buying of bolts, nuts, rivets, 
washers, nails, tacks and screws; cotton; 
lubricants and lubricating devices; 
mechanical rubber goods; non-ferrous 


Baad 


metals; office furniture and fixtures; 
office supplies; packing materials, cord- 
age, twine; paints, lacquers, etc.; paper; 
pipe valves and fittings; printing; litho- 
graphing and die stamping; silk and 
synthetic fibers; steel and ferro alloys; 
wire and wire products; wool; and 
other products. 

Volume one, with 521 pages, is at- 
tractively and substantially bound in 
Pyralin leather. It is well printed and 
is illustrated with half-tones and line- 
drawings and has useful graphs, charts 
and maps. 

The first part of the book is con- 
cerned with general articles about wood 
and lumber and includes among its sub- 
jects the properties of wood, its grains 
and textures, its conductivity; shrinking, 
swelling and warping, weight, strength 
and deterioration, preservation and sea- 
soning; the classification, measurement 
and grading of lumber; utilization of 
wood waste; the identification of lum- 
ber and its industrial uses, including 
the particular varieties best fitted for 
various purposes. 

About half the book takes up ma- 
terial about each commercially im- 
portant variety of American lumber and 
typical of these is the article on ashes: 
white, black, green and Oregon ash. It 
includes the following information: 
Annual production (1928); Average 
value of lumber per thousand (1928); 
Timber stand (1920); Principal pro- 
duction states in order of importance; 
Range of species with map: Lists of 
local names; Description; Uses; Class- 
ification; Types and sizes: Shipping 
weights; Ordering: Caution (Test for 
brashness) ; Special advantages for ash; 
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List of lumber associations interested; 
Publications carrying items of interest; 
Bibliography (4 books). 

The last section of the book contains 
32 pages of tables and diagrams; list of 
lumber abbreviations; lists of lumber 
products associations; general bibliog- 
raphy; list of directories; list and de- 
scription of government organizations; 
list of periodicals on the subject and a 
thorough index of 19 pages, with 3600 
items cross indexed. 

The information has been collected 
from many reliable sources, from the 
authorities on the various phases of the 
lumber business, and from the publica- 
tions of the U. S. Department of agri- 
culture, the Forest service, the Forest 
products laboratory, the Bureau of 
standards, the Bureau of census, the 
Bureau of foreign and domestic com- 
merce, and from manufacturer’s data 
and such bodies as the National com- 
mittee of wood utilization. The book 
thus makes easily available information 
otherwise to be found only by consulta- 
tion of many books and pamphlets. 

The purchasing agent of a city of 
40,000 praises this volume very highly. 
The principal use for the book and the 
rest of the set will be in the purchasing 
departments of cities and large indus- 
tries and in industrial libraries and in 
business sections of public libraries. At 
the price, most large libraries will prob- 
ably be able to buy the entire series. 
Recommended. 

Civilization, an appreciation. 125 N. 
Erie St., Toledo, Ohio, International 
college society, inc. 

In response to our request for a re- 
view copy, the publishers inform us that 


_— 


the International college society, inc. is 
in process of liquidation and has on 
hand only a few sets of Civilization, 
with but one agent selling the set. A 
new edition will not be brought out by 
the present publisher. Without exami- 
nation we cannot recommend. 
Doubleday’s encyclopedia, written by 
leading authorities in every branch of 
knowledge; ed. by Arthur Elmore 

Bostwick; managing editor, Asa Don 

Dickinson; associate editor, Nella 

Braddy; foreign editor, J. A. Ham- 

merton. Garden City, New York, 

Doubleday, Doran & co. 1931. 10v. 

illus. pl. ports. maps. Buckram 

$59.50; to libraries, $49.50; fabri- 
koid. $72. 

This is a successful and thorough 
adaptation for American needs of 
Harmsworth’s universal, an English 
encyclopedia which is also reviewed in 
this issue of the Subscription Books 
Bulletin. 

The type has been re-set from be- 
ginning to end. It is claimed that thou- 
sands of new articles have been added 
and thousands more rewritten and re- 
vised to date, and examination bears out 
these claims. In the original English 
encyclopedia, there were signed articles, 
averaging from two to four pages on 
the more important subjects. Where 
these have been carried over unchanged, 
the names of the authorities have been 
retained; but wherever changes were 
made the signatures of the authors 
have been dropped. Many entirely new 
signed articles have been inserted. We 
note the following: Children, by Dr. 
Joseph Collins; Blind, by Helen Kel- 
ler; Distribution, by Irving T. Bush. 


— 
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Among the smaller articles added 
are many on American notables, books, 
historical incidents and local institu- 
tions. A useful feature is to be found 
in the many entries under authors and 
titles of books and plays, and under the 
names of characters from fiction. Most 
useful are the biographies of living 
people; and the encyclopedia is par- 
ticularly strong in the inclusion of 
contemporary American writers. The 
scientific articles are satisfactory. The 
industrial uses and specific gravity of 
chemical substances are given with 
other information, often hard to find, 
when needed for quick reference. 

A page by page comparison was made 
over a few sections of the alphabet with 
Harmsworth’s universal encyclopedia, 
Chambers’s encyclopaedia and Nelson’s 
Perpetual loose-leaf encyclopedia; all 
of which have been reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. The com- 
parison showed as to volume the fol- 
lowing differences under the letter B: 
Doubleday’s,449 pages; Harmsworth’s, 
734 pages; Chambers’s, 810 pages, and 
Nelson’s, 556 pages. To account for 
these differences, a close inspection be- 
tween Ba and Baf shows the following: 
53 articles in Harmsworth’s not in 
Doubleday’s, 34 articles in Chambers’s 
not in Doubleday’s, 65 articles in 
Nelson’s not in Doubleday’s, 12 articles 
in Doubleday’s not in Harmsworth’s, 
29 articles in Doubleday’s not in Cham- 
bers’s, 17 articles in Doubleday’s not 
in Nelson’s. 

The leading articles are not as full 
as those in Chambers’s and those in 
Nelson’s are sometimes longer. 

The articles omitted from Double- 


day’s are generally of little practical 
importance. They include many names 
of comparatively obscure persons, cities, 
districts, villages and many things of 
local interest in Great Britain. Many 
more terms might have been weeded 
out to advantage. There is little need 
in an encyclopedia for separate articles 
on such subjects as Babylonish garment, 
Backing winds, Backscratcher, Babes in 
the woods. The additions in this new 
work include such terms as Babbitt 
(novel and character); Babson, Roger 
W.; Bach festival; Bache, A. Dallas; 
Bacheller, Irving; Bacon, Josephine 
Dodge; Bacon, Robert; Bacon’s rebel- 
lion; Baer, George F. 

There is an interesting note on Digh- 


‘ton Rock in Massachusetts, but no men- 


tion of Professor Delabarre’s exhaustive 
monograph on it and on the interpre- 
tation of rock carvings. 

One outstanding fault lies in the 
make-up of the bibliographies which 
accompany almost all the leading arti- 
cles. A reader, and especially a worker 
in a school or public library, would ex- 
pect to find in a 1931 publication a list 
of the best recent books on a subject, 
and among them, the best American 
books. There follows a list of a few 
of the many deficiencies as typical: 
Argentine, latest book listed, 1917; 
Asia, latest book listed, 1916; Spain, 
latest book listed, 1913; Chemistry, 
latest book listed, 1921; Hardy, latest 
book listed, 1916; China, latest book 
listed, 1915; Dickens, latest book listed, 
1913. To have no books listed less than 
ten to eighteen years old, on such sub- 
jects as these, certainly impairs the ref- 
erence value of the work. 
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On the whole, however, the matter 
in this new encyclopedia is well chosen, 
interestingly written, up to date and 
adequate. The articles are not padded 
but are well condensed giving much 
essential information, in a small space. 


About ten thousand illustrations are 
claimed. Most of these are half-tones. 
Some of them are blurred and indis- 
tinct, not only those carried over from 
the older work, but some of the new 
ones added, as, for instance, those of 
Robert Benchley and W. T. Benda. 
The publishers recognize this fault and 
promise to eliminate these poorly exe- 
cuted illustrations as soon as possible. 
There are a few attractive colored 
plates. The new maps furnished by 
Hammond are adequate; but some of 
the older ones need replacing badly. 

The volumes are substantially bound 
in dark red library buckram. They are 
handy in size, and are clearly printed 
in attractive type, although some read- 
ers do not like three columns to a page. 
Ordinary headings are in heavy black 
type, preceded by a decorative para- 
graph figure which helps to guide the 
Headings on main articles run 
over two columns. A good quality of 
heavy coated paper is used. 

At the end of the tenth volume is a 
well organized index of 215 pages, 
which cites references by page and col- 
umn. It refers to illustrations and 
maps, and there is a phonetic pronun- 
ciation guide for difficult words. Fol- 
lowing the index is a table of the states 
and all cities of the United States over 
5,000 population with 1920 and 1930 


census figures. 


eye. 


The publishers state that they plan 
to give subscribers a choice of either 
annual loose-leaf supplements or bound 
volumes to keep the encyclopedia up to 
date. The price is reasonable. 

This encyclopedia supplies an inex- 
pensive work of reference not as large as 
the Americana, the Britannica and the 
New international and yet at the same 
time comprehensive enough for general 
use. It fills the gap between these works 
and juvenile encyclopedias like the 
World book and Compton’s pictured 
encyclopedia. Upper grade and high 
school children will not find it as for- 
midable as the larger works and yet 
will not feel it has been written down 
for them. The well equipped public 
library reference room will find it 
useful, particularly for high school 
questions, but not essential. It will be 
of service to small libraries, branches 
and school libraries where funds are too 
limited to afford the more extensive 
encyclopedias. Recommended also for 
home use. 

Great events of the great war. 

This set of books is also being sold 
under the title Source records of the 
great war and it has been reviewed un- 
der this title in the July 1930, issue of 
the Subscription Books Bulletin. 
Harmsworth’s universal encyclope- 

dia, written by the leading authori- 

ties in every branch of knowledge 
and education; ed. by J. A. Ham- 
merton. 12v. Special edition. Lon- 

don, Educational book co., Itd. n.d. 

23,500 illus. Cloth, $74.50; half 

fabrikoid, $99.50. 

This encyclopedia was originally is- 
sued in England in serial parts just after 
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the war and was later bound and offered 
as a set. There is no publication date 
but careful examination of the set 
now being sold in Canada revealed 
one reference as late as 1924, the 
last sentence in the article on Amund- 
sen, which reads, “He planned to fly to 
the North pole in 1924.” Generally all 
dates are prior to 1920 with occasional 
references to 1921. The article -on 
Herbert Asquith goes to 1925. These 
later references are obviously inserted 
without reference to other parts of the 
context. 

The encyclopedia carries an immense 
amount of obsolete and antiquated 
matter, resulting in thousands of 


subjects in its pages which are not 
included in other standard encyclo- 
pedias. Comparison of several pages of 
text of Universal with Britannica, New 


international and the World book en- 
cyclopedias shows almost double the 
number of subjects are treated in the 
Universal, which would indicate that it 
contains a large amount of material of 
an insignificant nature. On the other 
hand there is no entry for Captain 
George Vancouver who is always listed 
in standard encyclopedias. There are 
also long articles, especially war articles 
which are out of all proportion to their 
importance, for example, Aisne 10 
pages, Amiens 214 pages, Ancre over 
3 pages, Argonne 4 pages, Artois over 
2 pages, all on Great war battles and in- 
cluded in one volume. In contrast to 
the space given single Great war battles 
is the 6 pages allotted to “British Em- 
pire,” 11 pages to Canada, and less 
than one page to British Columbia, etc., 
etc. 


The article on British Columbia is 
typical of the encyclopedia. The popu- 
lation figures given are for the 1911 
census although a later census in 1921 
gave ample time for change. The ar- 
ticle also refers to the Grand Trunk 
railway which was absorbed by the 
Canadian National railways before 
1922. Regarding education it says, 
“Higher instruction is provided by the 
McGill University College (Vancouver 
and Victoria) pending the opening of 
the University of British Columbia on 
Vancouver Island.” An attempt to 
bring the article up to date by inserting 
an entry under the heading “British 
Columbia, University of,” resulted in 
a series of blunders, one of which is 
the reference to British Columbia as a 
state. The bibliography is old and in- 
complete, therefore valueless. 

The article on Canada gave the pop- 
ulation figures estimated in 1920 but 
on the same page gives a table of popu- 
lation by provinces based on the 1921 
census. The whole is poorly written, 
poorly arranged, generally unattractive 
and has poor maps. 

Bibliographies are few and for the 
most part very poor. They are as out 
of date as the articles themselves and 
few of them show any great amount of 
labor in compilation; e. g., in that on 
agriculture all references are to books 
published 20 years or more ago, except 
one which is dated 1918. 

The illustrations are profuse but very 
poor. Too small, indistinct, and anti- 
quated they detract from the appear- 
ance and usefulness of the text. The use 
of good colored maps for most impor- 
tant countries and continents is worthy 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





Aprit, 1931 25 





of mention. The black and white maps 
are smaller and not so clear but also use- 
ful, especially those of an industrial na- 
ture. The poor quality of the paper used, 
together with the fact that the page is 
divided into three narrow columns, 
has militated against good illustration. 
Many of the pictures are little more 
than thumb-nail reproductions. Eighty 
color plates, some folding, are the one 
bright spot in the illustration of these 
volumes, and these for the most part 
are very good. 

No pronunciation aids are given, 
pagination is continuous throughout the 
twelve volumes. Both styles of binding 
are fairly strong and should stand up 
well under ordinary use. The fabri- 
koid binding has gilt top edges. 

Harmsworth’s universal encyclope- 
dia is strongly British in tone and is 
being sold in Canada, but not, we un- 
derstand, in the United States. It has 
been revised for American use as the 
new Doubleday’s encyclopedia, which 
is also reviewed in this issue of the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. 

Not recommended. 

Modern shop practice; a reading 
course and general reference work 
on machine shop practice and man- 
agement, production manufacturing, 
metallurgy, welding, tool making, 
tool design, die making and metal 
stamping, foundry work, forging, 
pattern making, mechanical and ma- 
chine drawing, blue print reading, 
etc.; ed. by Howard Monroe Ray- 
mond; revising ed., Frank E. Good- 
ing. Assisted by a corps of mechani- 
cal engineers, designers and specialists 
in shop methods and management. 


12th edition. 7v. c1929. Drexel 

Ave. at 58th St., Chicago, American 

Technical society. illus. Fabrikoid, 

$29.80. Discounts vary from 25% 

to 30% on published prices of any of 

the sets of publications of the Society. 

In this, the twelfth edition since the 
first publication in 1902 of Modern 
shop practice, many sections have been 
thoroughly revised and others com- 
pletely rewritten. Comprising seven 
volumes, while the previous edition of 
1927 consisted of six, this revision pre- 
sents an acceptable increase in up-to- 
date material for the machine shop 
worker. As an illustration, the section 
on blueprint reading is entirely new in 
this edition. Sections on logarithms and 
the slide rule, which have not appeared 
hitherto, are included in this latest revi- 
sion, while the total number of authors 
and collaborators exceeds by ten those 
of the previous edition. 

In compiling the work the standard 
technical literature of Europe and 
America has been consulted, and not 
only are the authors and collaborators 
engineers, specialists and university in- 
structors, but they have enabled them- 
selves to keep a watchful eye on the 
practical aspect of the question under 
consideration by working in cooperation 
with the foremost manufacturers and 
engineering firms of the country. 

It is the aim of these volumes to 
supply the needs of both the layman and 
the skilled mechanic. To this end the 
style maintains a fine balance between 
popularity and technicality, so that it 
neither perplexes the former reader, nor 
antagonizes the latter. Clear print on 
good durable paper, amply margined, 
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makes an attractive page. The two 
thousand or more drawings are distinct 
and, while appearing in their proper 
places in the sequence of subjects, do not 
become involved with the text. 

The paging is so arranged that each 
section in each volume is numbered 
separately at the top of the page, while 
the numbers for the whole volume ap- 
pear at the bottom. It is to these latter 
that the index refers. Each volume has 
its own index, while the contents of the 
entire work are listed in a comprehen- 
sive index in the last volume. The 
addition of this complete index is an- 
other improvement over the previous 
edition. 

These volumes are text-books used 
by the American correspondence school, 
Drexel Ave. at 58th St., Chicago, and 
the presentation is simple and good for 
home study use. They should circulate 
(they are not reference material) and 
they are liked by the men who use 
them. The greatest criticism of the 
set is that it attempts to cover too 
much. For instance, the machinist is 
not primarily interested in the volumes 
on slide rule, welding, forging, foundry 
work, etc. And if the set is classified 
as a set, the volumes on forging, etc. 
are widely separated from other vol- 
umes on forging, etc. 

Recommended. 


New standard encyclopedia. 

This was reviewed in the January 
1931, issue of the Subscription Books 
Bulletin. We have received a protest, 
concerning the review, which came too 
late for consideration in this issue. Since 
the publisher will not supply us with a 
set for review, we will try again to 


secure one, as we did before, by bor- 
rowing from a purchaser and our read- 
ers may expect further comment in the 
next number. We shall be glad to re- 
ceive opinions upon this publication 
from those who have had experience 
with it; and we desire information 
concerning the various editions of the 
following: Aiton’s encyclopedia (Not 

Eaton encyclopedia as printed in the 

January Bulletin); Standard reference 

work for the home, school and library; 

Standard American encyclopedia; New 

standard encyclopedia and the National 

encyclopedia for the home, school and 
library. 

Popular science library; ed. by Garett 
P. Serviss. 10v. 250 Park Ave., 
New York, P. F. Collier and son, 
c1922, 1930. illus., plates. (The 
publisher has not responded to our 
inquiries concerning price.) 

As implied in the title, the Popular 
science library covers a wide range of 
subjects, its scope being the realm of 
modern science including botany, chem- 
istry, physics, astronomy, physiology, psy- 
chology, meteorology, geology, electric- 
ity and mechanical inventions. 

It is the editor’s aim to present a non- 
technical, popular exposition of science, 
and although each volume is the work 
of a different author, the same straight- 
forward and _ sometimes  childishly 
simple style has been maintained 
throughout the ten. 

The naming of the volumes is typical 
of the manner in which their contents 
is presented. The titles follow: v. l, 
The story of our weather, by C. F. 
Talman; v. 2. The story of the starry 
universe, by David Todd; v. 3, The 
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story of our earth, by Wm. J. Miller; 
v. 4, The story of force and motion, by 
D. W. Hering; v. 5, The story of 
mechanics, by A. R. Bond and A. A. 
Hopkins; v. 6, The story of electricity 
and magnetism, by R. Beach and E. J. 
Streubel; v. 7, The story of chemistry, 
by H. Gruener; v. 8, The story of our 
plants, by N. Taylor; v. 9, The story 
of our bodies, by E. G. Martin; v. 10, 
The story of our minds, by R. C. 
Givler. 

There is little conclusive evidence 
that this work is authoritative in its en- 
tirety, but that certain of the volumes 
deal competently and interestingly with 
their subject there is no doubt. In no 
case is the author particularly outstand- 
ing, yet one infers that each is capable 
of handling his subject, the title-page 
in every case indicating that the writer 
is a university professor or specialist in 
that particular line. Two of the authors, 
A. R. Bond and H. Gruener, appear in 
the 4. L. A. catalog, 1926, and some 
of the others have more writings on the 
same subjects to their credit. 

The copyright dates of this publica- 
tion are 1922 and 1930. A work such 
as this, which aims to present all phases 
of modern science must, in order to ful- 
fill its purpose, cover in detail the prog- 
ress of the last decade, and it is some- 
times difficult to see wherein these vol- 
umes manifest the revision implied in 
the second copyright date. The story of 
our plants, has a preface date of 1920, 
and in The story of the earth, the pref- 
ace mentions that this 1930 edition 
contains slight changes compatible with 
recent advances in the science of geol- 
ogy, also additional statistics and maps, 


and the correction of some typographi- 
cal errors. The story of chemistry, adds 
a chapter on “recent developments in 
chemistry” and The story of force and 
motion, is ostensibly brought up-to-date 
by seven additional chapters of four or 
five pages each on various phases of 
recent progress. Adam Ward brings 
Electricity and magnetism, and The 
starry universe, into the realm of the 
present day by adding two chapters on 
power plants to the former, and four 
supplementary chapters on recent astro- 
nomical development to the latter, the 
preface of which bears the 1921 date. 
A sense of inadequacy results from this 
somewhat cursory treatment of the 
latest and therefore notable advances 
in science. 

It is surprising to note that in a ten- 
volume work, the title of which would 
indicate a fairly comprehensive treat- 
ment of the branches of science which 
interest the layman, such all-absorbing 
topics of the day as radio and aeronautics 
receive an almost negligible share of 
attention. The supplementary section on 
recent progress in, The story of force 
and motion, devotes five pages to aero- 
nautics. A chapter of twenty pages 
called Invasion of the Sky in, The story 
of mechanics, completes the treatment 
given this subject. Radio is dismissed 
with a four-page chapter on Wireless 
Telegraphy and a supplementary one of 
the same length on Broadcasting. 

This set will not stand rough han- 
dling. The paper is poor and the make- 
up of the books is such that constant 
usage will soon result in broken backs 
and ragged covers. The print is only 
fair but the binding is attractive. 
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The illustrations of the Popular 
science library are perhaps the best fea- 
tures in its favor. The ten volumes are 
adequately illustrated, photographs and 
drawings in the text being suitably 
placed throughout. A colored plate 
forms the frontispiece of each volume. 
Also the usefulness of the work from 
the layman’s point of view is consider- 
ably augmented by the presence of a 
glossary in many of the volumes. How- 
ever, these advantages are more than 
offset by two omissions. The reader who 
peruses these volumes in order to acquire 
a foundation knowledge of his subject 
(and, according to several of the respec- 
tive prefaces this is the type of reader 
for whom the work is_ intended) 
searches in vain for the bibliography 
that will lead him further afield. Sec- 
ondly, not one of the ten volumes con- 
tains an index. It is the lack of this 
very essential feature, combined with 
the extremely popular tone that confirms 
one’s impression of the unsuitability of 
the Popular science library for reference 
purposes. As a non-technical account 
for the curious general reader it carries 
out, with limitations, the purpose of the 
authors. 

Not recommended. 


Universal knowledge, a dictionary and 
encyclopedia of arts and sciences, his- 
tory and biography, law, literature, 
religion, nations, races, customs and 
institutions; ed. by Edward A. Pace, 
Thomas J. Shahan, Condé P. Pallen, 
James J. Walsh, James J. Wynne. 
12v. 19 Union Square, New York, 
Universal knowledge foundation, 


c1927- $75; $90; $105 less 


10% discount if paid for in advance 

of publication. 

Volumes one and two have been pub- 
lished and the rest are to appear at the 
rate of three a year. The paper is of 
excellent quality and the volumes are 
beautifully printed. The half-tones, of 
which there are about ninety in each 
volume, are well chosen and clear, and 
the maps, mostly from Hammond, are 
adequate. The cloth binding seems 
rather light for library use, but the 
buckram would undoubtedly be satis- 
factory. 

Volume two, including the letter B, 
contains 889 pages. Compared with 
this, the new Chambers’s encyclopedia, 
covering the same ground, contains 809 
pages; the New international (not in- 
cluding the matter in the two new sup- 
plementary volumes), 1,377 pages; the 


Americana, 1,452 pages; and the new 


Britannica, 1,697 pages. However, 
counting the actual number of letters 
to the line and lines to the page, shows 
the new Britannica as containing about 
two-thirds more material. 

A further comparison with the Bri- 
tannica (as the most voluminous and 
most recently revised of the larger en- 
cyclopedias) shows from B to Balt, 85 
articles not to be found in the Britan- 
nica, and 138 in the Britannica not 
found in the Universal knowledge. 
Most of these articles which do not 
appear in Britannica are very short and 
unimportant. The only surprising 
omission in the Britannica is Bacchus. 
Some of those not found in Universal 
knowledge are: Babbitt, Irving; Baby- 
lonian captivity; Bacheller, Irving; 
Bacon (meat); Bagasse; Bagging 
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and bags; Bagdad railway; Bailey, 
Liberty Hyde; Baker, George F.; Baker, 
Newton D.; Bakst, Leon; Balance 
sheets; Balata; Baldwin, James Mark; 
Baldwin, Stanley; Baldwin locomotive 
works; Ballou, Hosea; Balsa. 

Comparison of all these articles 
(twenty-five from B to Balt), occupy- 
ing a page or more, shows 74 columns 
of matter, with one plate, in Universal 
knowledge, and 216 columns, with fif- 
teen plates, in the Britannica. So much 
for quantity. 

Most of the longer articles are ini- 
tialed, and a list of the authorities re- 
sponsible is given in the back of each 
volume. A large proportion of these 
names are those of educators in Catholic 
institutions of learning and members of 
religious orders; there are also lawyers, 
doctors of medicine, and others mostly 
not identified there with any particular 
activity. The articles, as far as could 
be determined, are entirely original 
(with the possible exception of certain 
ones based on Catholic encyclopedia ma- 
terial); they appear to be up to date, 
and well written in simple language. 
Phonetic pronunciation is given for some 
of the more difficult words, and in many 
cases also, the derivation of the words. 

The raison détre of this set is to pre- 
sent the Catholic point of view in re- 
ligious and social subjects which, in other 
encyclopedias, is said to be unfair and 
biased. A rapid scanning of subjects 
brought out the following facts: 

1. There are many articles that are 
not found elsewhere. These are mostly 
short paragraphs about persons—theo- 
logians, religious writers, philosophers, 
artists, etc.; and towns and cities such 


oe 


as Bacolor (Philippines), Bagni di Lucca 
(Italy), etc., almost all relatively unim- 
portant from the point of view of ordi- 
nary reference work. 

2. There are many longer articles 
on countries, states and cities which con- 
tain an unusual amount of material on 
the history of religion and the churches, 
and many church statistics. 

3. There are many articles of a the- 
ological or liturgical nature and certain 
philosophical, psychological, sociological, 
and even scientific and historical subjects, 
in which religious points of view are 
considered to inhere, or in which errors 
seem to need correction. These subjects 
are practically all covered more fully 
in the Catholic encyclopedia. The only 
ones not found there were: Adoles- 
cence; Americanization (section on re- 
ligious and racial prejudice); Animals, 
mind in; and Birth control. 

The cost per volume of the buckram 
edition, $7.50, is considerably higher 
than that of most other encyclopedias. 

The buckram edition is recommended 
as a source of additional information to 
public and college libraries that already 
have an up-to-date standard encyclopedia 
and also the Catholic encyclopedia 
(which is a vastly more important refer- 
ence book) where funds allow. The 
cloth edition is recommended as a cyclo- 
pedia for homes and schools where the 
Catholic point of view is wanted. 
Who’s who in government. lv. 460 

W. 34th St., New York, Biographical 

research bureau, inc. c1930. $10. 

The preface says about this first issue 
of Who’s who in government, that it 
is “the first authoritative compilation of 
the biographies of the outstanding men 
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and women in every branch of our 
Federal, State, County and Municipal 
governments.” It states that the eight 
hundred pages contain some twelve 
thousand biographies, chosen by a “re- 
sponsible and most exacting Board of 
Editors,” though the names of the edi- 
tors are not given anywhere in the work 
or the prospectus, nor is the basis on 
which the subjects were chosen for in- 
clusion in the work. There is no state- 
ment about how often the publishers 
plan to issue the book, but the prospectus 
says that “frequent supplements keep it 
timely.” The arrangement of the book 
is alphabetical, with addenda, at the 
back, of names that came too late to be 
included in the main section of the book. 
There is a geographical index which 
lists the names, with title of position, 
by state and city or town. Additional 
material at the end of the volume in- 
cludes such things as the constitution of 
the United States, the names of the 
presidents, and qualifications for voting 
in the various states. The biographies 
are of the short, concise type found in 
Who’s who in America. Comparing 
the book with Who’s who in America 
and the Congressional directory, we 
found the material practically the same 
as to the amount of information given 
in the biographies. The majority of 
names in Who’s who in government are 
not included in Who’s who in America, 
which would point to the usefulness of 
the former in any large library where 
there is an ever increasing demand for 
biographical material. 

In comparing Who’s who in govern- 
ment with lists of state and city officials 
in one state, Colorado, we were sur- 


prised at certain omissions; for instance, 
while the governor, lieutenant governor, 
secretary of state and attorney general 
were included, the state treasurer, audi- 
tor and superintendent of public in- 
struction were omitted. Of the seven jus- 
tices of the state supreme court, four 
were included. There were similar omis- 
sions in the list of important city officials. 
This seemed strange in view of the fact 
that a number of state legislators were 
included, and members of city commis- 
sions. In our examination we noted a 
number of errors in information, which 
seemed to be evidences of careless edit- 
ing of the material. For instance, 
George E. Martin is listed as associate 
justice of the U. S. court of customs 
appeals, though he has been chief justice 
of the court of appeals of the District 
of Columbia since 1924. Again, Dr. 
William H. Smiley is listed in the geo- 
graphical index and at the beginning of 
his biography as superintendent of the 
Denver schools, though later in the 
biography he is given his correct title of 
superintendent emeritus. The biography 
of the present superintendent of schools 
is given and his name is correctly listed 
in the index. Again, we found J. M. 
Moore listed in the index and in the 
biographical section of the book as asso- 
ciate justice of the Colorado state 
supreme court, though as far as we 
could discover, no such person exists. 
The name has apparently been confused 
with that of Justice Julian H. Moore 
whose biography is given and who is 
properly listed in the index. 

The make-up of the book is not par- 
ticularly pleasing, as the margins are 
narrow, and the page, with its three 
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columns and fine type, has a crowded 
appearance. However, the paper has a 
dull finish and the type is clear. The vol- 
ume is of a size that is easily handled. 
There are no portraits except that of 
President Hoover, to whom the book is 
dedicated. 

There is great need for a dictionary 
of this character in view of the diffi- 
culty in finding material on state and 
city officials; and the large number of 
names included here will make the pub- 
lication very useful. We trust that the 
promised supplements will supply biog- 
raphies omitted in the first volume and 
will make the needed corrections. 

Recommended. 


Writings of mankind; selections from 
the writings of all ages, with exten- 
sive historical notes, comment and 
criticism, giving all the customs, 
habits, characters; the arts, philoso- 
phies and religions of those nations 
that have contributed most to civili- 
zation; ed. by Charles H. Sylvester. 
20 v. (This material especially se- 
lected for the exclusive use of Epsilon 
Sigma Alpha sorority.) National 
headquarters, Kansas City, Mo. 
c1924. illus., ports., colored plates. 
$93.50. 

The editor, Charles H. Sylvester, 
also edited Journeys through Bookland, 
reviewed in the April 1930 issue of the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, and Prog- 
ress of nations, which we hope to review 
in the near future. 

The purchase and use of this set of 
books involves membership in the above 
named sorority. The purchase contract 
includes the following clause: “I agree 
to pay my national dues of $6 per year 


ee. 


starting twelve months from the date 
of this application, one dollar of which 
is to apply as subscription to Sorority 
News.” No statement is made concern- 
ing the remaining $5. The dues for 
three years and the three reading guides 
bring the total cost to $105.50. This 
sorority was not listed in the two hand- 
books consulted on fraternities and 
sororities. 

The statement on the title page that 
this material is especially selected for 
this sorority leads to a misunderstanding. 
The set was sold in 1925 and reviewed 
by the Pacific Northwest Library Asso- 
ciation Bulletin, while Epsilon Sigma 
Alpha was not organized until two years 
ago. 

The introduction to the set reads in 
part as follows: “Purpose. So to present 
the literature of the world that the 
reader may see vividly the activities of 
each race, its manner of life, its philoso- 
phy, ethics and religion is the purpose 
of this undertaking.” Insofar as this 
is possible in twenty volumes, the Writ- 
ings of mankind has accomplished its 
purpose. Quoting again under the head- 
ing Scope, “the Writings of Mankind 
covers the literature of all civilized na- 
tions from the earliest times until each 
became extinct or might be said to have 
become merged into the great mass of 
writings which now have, in form, 
structure, content and beauty, more 
traits in common than points of differ- 
ence.” Somewhat arbitrarily, the writer 
has selected about the middle of the last 
century as the time such universality of 
literature was reached. 

The style of the editor’s comments is 
very simple and would in places furnish 
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material suited to grammar grades. 
Much of it is too elementary to be used 
with first year high school pupils. 

“This work must not be considered 
merely as a collection of masterpieces, 
for as such there would be little excuse 
for producing it; in fact, a large pro- 
portion of it is original matter never 
before published.” 

There are several surprising state- 
ments in the above quotations from the 
introductions, especially the last, to the 
effect that “a large proportion of it is 
original matter never before published.” 
If true, this set would be greatly sought 
after and would revolutionize the study 
and reading of literature the world 
over. The truth is that most of the 
writings quoted have appeared in print 
many times before in many languages 
and in many countries; and that collec- 
tions of such material can be gotten to- 
gether for less money. 

The early volumes covering Japan, 
China, India, Arabia, Persia, Egypt, 
Greece, and Rome consist chiefly 
of critical, historical and biographi- 
cal material covering the countries 
and languages mentioned. The amount 
of space given to the various authors 
is very uneven and bears little re- 
lation to their importance or influence 
in the literary world, e. g., Aristophanes 
is allotted 100 pages in volume four, 
of which, 37 pages consist of a selection 
from “The Frogs”; 32 pages from 
“The Birds”; and 13 pages from “The 
Knights”, compared with a total of 36 
pages allotted to Plato. Other examples 
of a similar nature leave the impression 
that the editor’s aim is to provide enter- 
taining reading regardless of impor- 


tance. The 113 pages devoted to Don 
Quixote consist almost entirely of 
selections from that novel. Important 
as it may be in the world of letters, it 
seems unnecessary to quote such a large 
amount to convey the style to the reader. 
Benjamin Franklin is allotted 35 pages, 
against 5 pages for Whitman. Similarly, 
unevenness is noted in style and treat- 
ment. The critical and biographical 
material relating to Goldsmith is well- 
balanced and sufficiently complete, while 
that on Ibsen is inadequate. 

Heavy paper of a fair quality makes 
possible good print. The numerous 
illustrations are suitably chosen. The 
index is elaborate and well-arranged 
and covers subjects and titles as well 
as authors. Continuous pagination 
is used throughout the set. Volume 
numbers, pages and names of countries 
are shown on the binding. A good grade 
of fabrikoid is used and the books are 
substantially bound. 

For well selected and properly guided 
study groups this set might serve a use- 
ful purpose. It is mot, however, recom- 
mended for library use. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permission 
of the American Library Association. No 
pronouncements made in this Bulletin can 
be considered official pronouncements of 
the American Library Association. Off- 
cial pronouncements are made so only by 
formal vote of the Executive Board, 
Council, or membership of the associ- 
ation. Obviously no such action has been 
secured or sought in matters pertaining to 
the evaluation of subscription books. No 
opinion expressed herein can therefore be 
cited as “an official endorsement” of the 
American Library Association. 
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